
Housekeeping:
1 hour long presentation
Raise hand function for questions
Chat or Q & A function

Who are you and where are you watching from?

Singing in a group is a high risk activity during COVID.
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The More We Get Together
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6N5V6v50iA

Hello Everyone Welcome Song

Hello [Everyone], hello everyone
Hello everyone, it’s nice to have you here.

[insert children’s names]

Why do families come to our storytime programs?
Interaction
Get out of the house
Give their kids enrichment
Have some fun
Etc.

NOT TO LISTEN TO A SINGING PERFORMANCE!  
Let’s play, have fun, build brains instead.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6N5V6v50iA


Animal Noises game – What does this animal sound like?  With props or not
Lion or Mouse game. – Having a conversation with high and low voices
Up and Down game. – Elevator, roller coaster, follow the hand .  Getting your voice 
to move up and down continuously
Hum and Stop game. – Holding a note – matching a note
Hum with a song. – Once they can hold a pitch, sing Tideo while they hum resting 
tone.

Tideo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mltojInLbSA

http://www.bluegrassmessengers.com/tideo--indiana-play-party-1916.aspx
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Twinkle twinkle little star / Baa baa black sheep / Alphabet song

What’s this song?  (Hum the melody to Twinkle Twinkle)
Add some actions.
Add the words.
Take away words so they can fill them in
Substitute words. (Twinkle, Twinkle little alligator!)
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Children sing and speaker in a higher range than adults.
Establish your own “personal tone” by sustaining on “falls”  The apple falls from the 
tree.

“I can’t sing high.”  becomes “My speaking voice is lower than my singing voice.
The highest you can sing is the highest you can scream.

Try using a “pitch finder,,”  e.g., a pitch pipe, or an app (I use Tuner – Pitched)

Belly breathe and sustain a note.  Push the note out like it’s hitting the back of your 
front teeth.

Raising your eyebrows lifts the soft palate which gives your voice more resonance.

Smiling and waiting after a song gives little brains time to catch up – they are 
“audiating” what they just heard.

Avoid dairy products before singing!  Have water on hand (warm water is better 
than cold to keep vocal chords supple).  Suck on a lozenge.

YOU CAN DO THIS!
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Any song can be a lullaby if sang softly and slowly. 

Hum “Jingle Bells” as a lullaby.

Great transition song that can be adapted to any situation is 
This is the way we do whatever [brush our teeth, put on our coat, pick up our toys]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pd4WnsXwdqw

Parallel movements are easier for establishing rhythm b/c it doesn’t cross the 
midline.  For older kids, have them criss cross pat.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pd4WnsXwdqw


Listen to the song – YouTube is a great source – often many versions of the same 
song.
Do you like it?  Try it out!
Repeat repeat repeat

Can you hum the melody? – no words
Can you speak the words? – no melody
Put them together! Voila!
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Polly Put the Kettle On
Published1803"Polly Put the Kettle On" is a popular English language nursery 
rhyme. 
Common modern versions include:
Polly put the kettle on,
Polly put the kettle on,
Polly put the kettle on,
We'll all have tea.
Sukey take it off again,
Sukey take it off again,
Sukey take it off again,
They've all gone away.[1]

Origins[edit]
A song with the title: "Molly Put the Kettle On or Jenny's Baubie" was published by 
Joseph Dale in London in 1803.[2] It was also printed, with "Polly" instead of "Molly" 
in Dublin about 1790–1810 and in New York around 1803–07.[3] The nursery 
rhyme is mentioned in Charles Dickens' Barnaby Rudge (1841), which is the first 
record of the lyrics in their modern form.[1]

In middle-class families in the mid-eighteenth century "Sukey" was equivalent to 
"Susan" and Polly was a pet-form of Mary.[1]

Can change names of children, can mime actions, can change words to make a 
transition song ..”Now it’s time for us to eat… etc.”
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nursery_rhyme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polly_Put_the_Kettle_On#cite_note-Opie1997-1
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polly_Put_the_Kettle_On#cite_note-Fuld2000-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Dickens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barnaby_Rudge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polly_Put_the_Kettle_On#cite_note-Opie1997-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle-class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polly_Put_the_Kettle_On#cite_note-Opie1997-1


Introduce the song
Talk about some of the words or what it’s about
Hum the melody so you can practice and they can hear what it sounds like
Show them the actions
Sing the whole thing while the kids keep the beat or do actions.

Repeat after me line by line
Sing whole thing
Leave out words / lines

Have them sing, you do the actions

Starting a song
Think it in your head first (Get a starting pitch)
Sing or hum a little bit to establish tonality.
Invite everyone to join you, “Okay, here we go (in rhythm)” 
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"Hickory Dickory Dock" or "Hickety Dickety Dock" is a popular English 
language nursery rhyme.
The most common modern version is:
Hickory, dickory, dock.
The mouse ran up the clock.
The clock struck one,
The mouse ran down,
Hickory, dickory, dock.[1]

Origins and meaning[edit] The earliest recorded version of the rhyme is in Tommy 
Thumb's Pretty Song Book, published in London in about 1744, which uses the 
opening line: 'Hickere, Dickere Dock'.[1] The next recorded version in Mother 
Goose's Melody (c. 1765), uses 'Dickery, Dickery Dock'.[1]

Westmorland shepherds in the nineteenth century used the 
numbers Hevera (8), Devera (9) and Dick (10) which are from the 
language Cumbric.[1]

The rhyme is thought to have been based on the astronomical clock at Exeter 
Cathedral. The clock has a small hole in the door below the face for the resident cat 
to hunt mice.[4]

How could you alter this song for a baby storytime?  (baby on back, tickle w/ 
mouse actions) “Bong” at the end to not disrupt the rhythm of the song.
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"Itsy Bitsy Spider" (also known as "Incy Wincy Spider" in Australia[1] and Great 
Britain,[2] and several other similar-sounding names) is a popular nursery 
rhyme and fingerplay that describes the adventures of a spider as it ascends, 
descends, and reascends the downspout or "waterspout" of a gutter system (or, 
alternatively, the spout of a teapot or open-air reservoir). It is usually accompanied 
by a sequence of gestures that mimic the words of the song. Its Roud Folk Song 
Index number is 11586.
The song can be found in publications including an alternative version in the 
book, Camp and Camino in Lower California (1910),[4] where it was referred to as 
[the classic] "Spider Song."[5] It appears to be a different version of this song using 
“blooming, bloody” instead of "itsy bitsy". It was later published in one of its several 
modern versions in Western Folklore, by the California Folklore Society 
(1948),[6] Mike and Peggy Seeger's, American Folk Songs for Children (1948).[7]

Lyrics as described in 1910, as being from the 'classic' "Spider Song":[5]

Oh, the blooming, bloody spider went up the spider web,
The blooming, bloody rain came down and washed the spider out,
The blooming, bloody sun came out and dried up all the rain,
And the blooming, bloody spider came up the web again.

Change the words – The lovely little [child] went outside to play. Up came a big dog 
and chased [child] away.  Out came the momma and chased the dog away so [child] 
came out and started to play again.
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Have some fun changing the animals – “The itsy bitsy ELEPHANT went up the water 
spout !
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